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CLUB NEWS 
 
 

CLUB MEETINGS:    
The next Club meetings are scheduled for Wednesday MARCH 7th, 
and Wednesday MARCH 21 at 6.30 p.m at the Victoria Hotel. 

                          

FOR YOUR DIARY:   
STABLEFORD GOLF TOURNAMENT - On Monday March 19 (a 
public holiday in Malta) our Club in association with the Royal 
Malta Golf Club will be organising a Stableford Golf Tourament at 

the Marsa Sports Ground.  This has been an annual event since its 
inseption by the late Lion Alex Mangion several years ago.  The 

proceeds from this tournament are given to a particular charity.  

This year it is our Club’s turn to nominate the charity and the Board 
of Directors had decided that this year the proceeds will be 

donated to the Malta Dogs for the Blind Association.   
 

SAILING REGATTA - As already mentioned in the January 

newsletter the Club has appointed a sub-committee to organise a 
sailing regatta with the cooperation of the Malta Yacht Club.  Lion 

Antonio Varialle, who is the Chairman of this sub-committee, 
together with our Club President and Lion Rosalba Marengo, a 

member of our twinned club Bosco Marengo Santa Croce, met the 

Commodore of the RMYC to discuss the logistics of this regatta.  
The idea is to have this regatta an annual event to be held during 

the summer months.   Details of this event have still to be agreed 
to.  The Sub-Committee will be meeting soon to discuss further 

details in the hope that the event will be held for the first time this 

year. 
 

TA’ SAWRA PARTY - The party is being held on Wednesday 

April 11th in the afternoon.   Lion Vivienne Zammit is working on 

this event.   Further details will be given in the March newsletter 

WE SERVE 
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15th WALLED CITIES CONFERENCE 

The 15th Walled Cities Conference is being held in Malta from June lst to 3rd. 
The Conference is being organized by the Lions Zone Malta after Lions Club 
Mdina had applied to hold the Conference in Malta. 

Zone Chairperson Lion Mary Anne Abela is chairing meetings to organize this 
conference.  Our Club has been participating fully in the organization and has 
also financially supported the project.  It is hoped that a considerable number 
of Lions from cities having walled fortifications will be attending the Confer-
ence which is being held at Grand Hotel Excelsior in Floriana. 

 

The theme of the Conference is “WALLED 
CITIES - HIDDEN TREASURES ”. It is appropri-
ate that the conference is being held in Malta, 
when our capital city which boasts of several 
hidden treasures is the European Culture City 
of 2018. 

A varied programme has been planned to en-
able foreign Lions to see several of Malta’s 
treasures.   

Our Club’s representatives, namely Lion 
President, Lion Joe Cassar and Alfred Micallef 
Attard have been attending meetings of the 
Organizing Committee for the last few months, 
giving useful input.    

The Conference is being given publicity on the 
Walled Cities website (as seen in the photo) 
and through other information sent by the 
Director Lion Giuseppe Guerra.  

Besides our capital city (Valletta) there other walled cities in Malta, notably 
Mdina, often referred to as the “Silent City”, the three towns in Cottonera 
( Cospicua, Vittoriosa and Senglea) and also the Citadel in Gozo. 

The foreign visitors will be taken for a conducted tour of Valletta and Mdina to 
see the many important treasures in these two cities.  A detailed programme 
can be found on the Lions Zone Malta website. 

More information on this conference will be promulgated in future issues of our 
newsletter.   It is hoped that several of our Club members will be able to attend 
the conference and also the gala dinner. 

7 

 

  

.    
 
Lion Frank P. Galea 
preseniting the print to Lion 
President George O. Attard 
in the presence of Lion 
Victoria  Muscat who is 
Chairman of the Arts Fund 
Sub-Committee. 

 
 

 
= =  =       =  = =       = = =      = = =     = = =      = = =      = = =     = = =     = = = 

MONTHLY TALK 
 
The guest speaker at the Mr Norman Wilson about Whisky.  Mr Wilson 
entitled his talk “Scottish New Year in February -  USIGA BEATHA . 
 
Mr Wilson who was born in 
Edinburgh and is now resident in 
Malta with his Maltese wife gave an 
interesting talk about the various 
brands of whiskey produced in 
Scotland.   
 
He explained that the process of 
making a good whiskey depends is 
a meticulous job and that prime 
brands of whiskey are produced 
after a meticulous process 
u n d e r t a k e n  b y  d e d i c a t e d 
professionals.  
                                                                             Mr Wilson during his talk 

During the meeting the audience    (which was over 40 members and 
their guests) had the opportunity to taste two brands of high quality 
whiskey and also savour various nibbles.     Past President Lion Chris. 
Borg Cardona is responsible to organise the is monthly talk.  The next 
talk is scheduled for Wednesday March 21.    Details will be 
communicated via email. 
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DON ATIONS TO THE CLUB 
 
At the last Club meeting, Lion Susan Galea Borg who is a talented artist 
presented two of her works to the Club.  These will be used as raffle prizes 
at fund raising activities such as the “Spare Ribs Night” tentatively 
scheduled for July at the Marsa Sports Club.   
 
Moreover Lion Susan donated the handsome sum of €500 to the Arts 
Fund.  Lion President George O. Attard thanked Lion Susan for her 
generous donations.  Members present at the meeting appauled Lion 
Susan’s generosity. 

 
 
<< 
Lion Susan 
presenting the 
p a i n t i n g s 
together with 
o u r  C l u b 
President at 
right and Club 
T r e a s u r e r 
C a r m e l o 
Azzopardi at 
left. 
 
 
 
 

During the same meeting Lion Frank P. Galea who was Club President in 
1990/1991 and who is still very active in the Club, presented prints of 
Balluta Bay as seen 50 years ago.   A copy of the print was presented to 
each Board member and also to Mr Wilson who delivered a talk at the end 
of the monthly meeting.  Lion Frank also presented each Board member 
with a small 2018 calendar which includes the dates when our Club  holds 
its meetings.  Lion Frank who runs a Printing Press has been responsible 
to print various material for the Club, such as the brochure for the 1999 
Mediterranean Lions Conference. 
              WE SERVE—MISSION STATEMENT 
To empower volunteers to serve their communities, 
meet humanitarian needs, encourage peace and 
promote international understanding through LIONS 
CLUBS. 
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                                      WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 

Long term sccessful growth is dependent on keeping our members 
involved, instilling pride and treating them like.  INVOLMENT + SENSE 
OF WORTH + MEMBER CARE + FAMILY ATMOSPHERE = CLUB 
SUCCESS.  Play your part in this equation by using the checklist below 
as you welcome new members into your Lions family  

 
Have I made the new members feel 
welcome? 

• Smile and say hello 

• Provide effective orientation so they 
know how the Club operates and feel 
comfortable participating 
 
Have I given them responsibility? 

• Involve them from day one  

• Ask them to join a committee  

• Get them started working on a 
service project. 
 
Have I valued their input and respected 
their ideas? 

• Ask them for their ideas and listen to what they have to say  

• Implement one of their ideas. 
 
Have I made them feel a member of the family? 

• Treat them as you would any other member with mutual respect  

• keep them involved on a regular basis. 

 

This is an important aspect to keep new members interested in the Club.  
Fortunately most of our new members are participating fully in our 
Club’s projects and activities.  This encourages members to do more for 
our Club.   The Club always new blood.  It is important to have more per-
sons joining our Club as this guarantees that the good work started over 
40 years ago will continue in the future to help our community.  We must 
not stand on our past laurels as otherwise we will slowly lose interest.  
Hence it is encouraging to see that our new members are seen to partici-
pate in all club activities and that they often come up with new ideas. 
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Lion Margaret Frendo reports 

VISIT TO PRESIDENT’S PALACE AT SAN ANTON 

Forty Club members and guests attended the Cultural visit to San Anton 
Palace and gardens on Sunday February 18.  It was a great success 
thanks to the efforts of Club President Lion George O. Attard who must 
have spent hours on the phone encourage members to attend. 
 
The palace and gardens owe their origin to Knight Antoine de Paule, a 
French Knight.  After being elected Grand Master of the Order of St. John 
in 1623, he enlarged his country house and turned it into a splendid 

palace.  Successsive Grand Masters continued to use the palace as their 
country-retreat.  By 1929, the palace became the official residence of the 
British Governor and of the Governor-General.  Over the years the palace 
went through various structural additions.   
 
Presently, the palace is the residence of the President of Malta and is 
undergoing the much needed refurbishment.  We were guided by the 
official guide to the Palace, Guido (I must confess with some intervention 
on my part).  We started our visit in the Russian Chapel, built in the early 
1800’s as an Anglican place of worship, by the first civil-commissioners.  
In 1875 Queen Victoria’s son Alfred Ernest was posted to Malta  >>> p.5 
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<<< p,4  to serve with the Royal Navy.  He was accompanied by his 
Russian wife, Maria, daguther of Alexander II, Czar of Russia.  It was at 
this time that Protestant chapel also started to function as a Russian 
Orthodox Chapel.  Alfred and Maria had a princess bron during their stay 
at the palace.  She was apprpriately called Victoria Melita. 
 
We moved on to the palace reception halls, piano room, two dining 
rooms, one of which was turned into a dining room, it having previously 
served a pantry -  it can now accommodate thrity four dining guests - 
and the newly inaugurated palace library, were the smell of fresh wood 
still lingers on..  Each room has been upgraded in recent years, with new 
curtains and wall hangings.  We learned about the input of the various 
Presidents of Malta in embellishing the Palace. 
 
We ended the tour at the Chapel of “Madonna tal-Pilar”, which was the 
first chapel built and decorated during the time of the Grand Masters.  
Here Lion President thanked Guido for guiding us and presented him 
with a €15  tip.  It was evident that Guido was very appreciative. 
 
Lion Isabelle (Bella) collected the particip;ation fee, which was set up at 
€5 per person.  The amount added up to a total of €200.  From this money 
we donated a further €80 to the Community Chest Fund, leaving €105 
towards the Club funds. 
 
Quite a party of those present headed for lunch at Tramici Restaurant.   
Food was very good and as always we had plenty of time to enjoy one 
another’s company between courses. 
 
Photo on Page 4 - The group of members and guests in the courtyard of San 
Anton Palace. 
 

<<<<<<<<< >>>>>>>>> 
 

NEXT CULTURAL TOUR:  The next cultural tour is schduled for 
TUESDAY MAY 1st.   We will be visiting Ta’ Braxia Cemetry in Pieta.  This 
cemettry has an interesting history and various monuments and tomb 
stones.  Further details will be communicated in due course. 
 


