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CLUB NEWS 
 
 

CLUB MEETINGS:    
The next Club meetings are scheduled for Wednesday FEBRUARY 
7th, and Wednesday FEBRUARY 21st, at 6.30 p.m at the Victoria 

Hotel. 
                          

FOR YOUR DIARY:  At the Club’s meeting on January 17 the 

following events were confirmed: 
 

 HANDOVER EVENING        JUNE 28 
 SPARE RIBS NIGHT   JULY 7 

          CHARTER NIGHT:             NOVEMBER 10 
 

Above dates had to be confirmed to enable the Club to find a 

suitable venue to hold these two important annual events.  
Members are kindly asked to  note these  dates.  In due course the 

Club will finalise all planned activities for 2018 and members will 
be advised once this is done. 

 
VISIT BY MILLBRAE LIONS:  Unfortunately this visit did not take 
place.   When everything was prepared to welcome the members from 
our twinned club, on the eve of the visit, we were informed that “due to 
forecasted Force 7 winds”, the cruise liner was bypassing Malta.  It 
was a great pity because the following day the wind was not that 
strong but nonetheless the liner did not enter the Grand Harbour. 
 

FEBRUARY TALK:  The guest speaker at the February 21st 
meeting will once again be Mr Norman Wilson who this time will be 
delivering a talk on WHISKY.   Mr Wilson will be speaking about varous 
high quality brands of whisky and also bringing along some of these 
brands. 
 
KINDLY NOTE: Lion Isabelle Micallef’s email is: offess@maltanet.net 
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 

January 2018 is the Golden Anniversary of the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation. Lions around the world are united by a great spirit of 
giving and dedication to helping others. As the official charitable 
organization of Lions Clubs International, a leading humanitarian 
organization, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) supports 

Lions’ compassionate works by providing 
grant funding for their local and global 
humanitarian efforts.  

LCIF helps Lions improve peoples’ lives 
around the world, from combating vision 
problems to responding to major 
catastrophes to providing valuable life 
skills. Because LCIF helps Lions carry out 
large-scale projects through our grant 
programs, Lions increase their impact in 
their local and global communities and 

serve even more people in need around the world.  

Donations from 1.4+ million Lions in 210 countries and geographic 
areas provide the vast majority of the revenue received by LCIF, 
making the Foundation a leading humanitarian organization. Lions 
know their donations matter and that funds entrusted to LCIF will 
support initiatives that impact communities and change lives.  

January 2018 also sees the completion of LCIF’s 
worldwide Gavi Vaccine Alliance.  Through the 
generosity of Lions, LCIF has donated $30 million 
to fight the spread of measles around the world.  
Matching funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the UK  Department for Interna-
tional Department doubled the impact of that in-
vestment.  Millions of children around the world 
will benefit and that’s truly something to cele-
brate.   Moreover LCIF continues to support other 
projects whether international ones or projects 
undertaken by Lions in their native countries.  It 
is thus important that Lions continue to donate to  
the Lions Clubs International Foundation. 
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 FUND RAISING  
 

Lions Club Sliema has always been on the lookout to organise new 

fundraising projects.   In 1987 when Lion Albert P. Mamo was Presi-

dent the club held a 24 hour motorcycle marathon which started 
from “Il-Fortizza” on the Sliema Promenade.   

 
Historic motorcycles were also on show during the event.  Through 

this event lots of people became aware of the philanthropic work un-

dertaken by the Club, and more important the Club raised a consid-
erable sum. 

 
This year one of our new members namely Lion Antonio Varriale, 

who is a keen yachtsman, has come up with the idea to organise a 
sailing regatta.  The Club is perusing this idea and at the last Board 

meeting a sub-committee was formed to organise this fund raising 

event.  The members chosen to help Lion Antonio, who will be Chair-
man of the sub-Committee, are Lion President George O. Attard and 

Lions Victor Borg Barthet, Chris Borg Cardona and Louis Sciberras, 
who all have experience in sailing. 

 

It is hoped that this event will be held during the summer months 
and that it will attract foreign Lions to take part in the regatta.  Un-

doubtedly to organise this event a lot of work has to be done but as 
the saying goes “where there is a will there is a way” and hence the 

Organising Sub Committee will surely make all efforts for this fund 
raising event to be a success. 

 

One other event which is in the pipeline is a visit by the Choir of Li-
ons Club  Catania Nord, possibly in April this year, to give a concert 

to raise funds.  The choir is made up of several female and male 
members of the club and has received acclaim whenever they per-

formed at Lions’ functions and for the public in Catania.   The idea to 

organise this event was mooted during the visit of the current Presi-
dent of Catania Nord, Lion Beniamino Biondi.   Lion Victoria Muscat is 

coordinating the event.  Further details of this event will be commu-
nicated once all the arrangements are in place.                       
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prints, a chalice of  great beauty and statues and items forming part of the 
Good Friday Procesion.  For most the highlight was a late Renaissance 
painting  attributted to Antonio del Saliba (1466-1535) and restored by an 
artist who was a member of thhe Hospitaller Order of St. John, Fra. Don 
Pedro Nunez de Villavicencio. 

Unknown to some is 
the fact that Zejtun 
bears the title of “Citta 
Bylandt” colloquially 
known as 'Citta 
Beland ' ,  a  t i t le 
bestowed upon Zejtun 
in 1798, by Grand 
Master Ferdinand Von 
Hompeschh,,Bylandt 
being the family name 
of the Grandmaster.  

The visit was followed 
by Lunch at Restaurant 
Ferretti,at Birzebbugia. 
As always those 
present enjoyed the 
food as well as each 
other's company. 
 
We also managed to 
do some fundraising 
for the club. 
 
23 persons attending 
the outing each 

contributed five 5 euro.   A total 115 of which  65 euro were donated to the 
museum. 50 euro will go to the club.   An extra 5 euro from restaurant tips 
will also go to the club.  
 
Photo on Page 5 showns the crypt of St. Catherine’s Parish Church. 
Photo on this page shows several of those who sat for lunch at the Ferretti 
Restaurant.  (Photos were provided by Lion President George O. Attard). 
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 FLASHBACK 
 
During the Presidency of Lion Joe G.P. Bonello, the Club pioneered a 
“Drug Awareness Campaign”  raising over €14000 from badge days and 
donations from various entities.  The campaign was spread over four 
weeks and a breakdown of funds collected was given every Thursday in 
the Times of Malta. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Several club members, at times accompanied by their wives, went round 
various places, amongst which the gates of the dockyard, to distribute 
leaflets explaining the scope of the campaign and also highlighting the 
dangers of drugs.   On several days members could be seen with their 
collection tins encouraging people to make a donation.      
 
In the early 1980s Caritas Malta had juststarted a programme to help 
drug addicts and our Club was perhaps the first organisation to support 
Caritas in this important project.   
 
The  collected sum, which was then a considerable amount, was pre-
sented to Mons. Victor Grech, Director of Caritas, during a dinner by the 
late Lion Valhmor Borg who was one of the founder members of our 
Club. 
 
Photo above shows the late Lion Valhmor Borg and his late wife Lina, the 
late Lion Joe G.P. Bonello and Mons. Victor Grech/           
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THE JEWELS IN THE CROWN OF ITALIAN LIONS 

All to School in Burkina Faso/Lions with Children in Need 

In the December 2017 issue of our newsletter we had an article regarding 
“Guide Dogs for the Blind” which is one of the ongoing projects of the 
Italian Lions.  In this month’s issue of our newsletter we feature another 
project sponsored by the Italian Lions, a project in Burkina Faso to edu-
cate children in this African country. 

The initiative started in 2004 was inspired by a resolution of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, which included “children education as a 
fundamental right” among the eight development objectives of the mil-
lennium.  

This year the service “All to School” 
celebrates its fifteenth year.  During this 
period the Lions and Leos of Italy raised 
over one million Euros. 22 schools were 
built and 33 wells were drilled.  Over ten 
thousand children were saved from illit-
eracy in primary school learning cycles.  

From 2008 when the opening ceremony of the first school in Gosseye, in 
the north of the country, took place, to 2013 when another school was 
opened in Banfora, to the southwest of the country, the efforts of the Ital-
ian Lions and Leos have been awarded not only by national and local 
authorities of Burkina Faso but also by the children, their families and 
teachers.  Moreover the service of the Italian Lions was also recognised 
by Lions Clubs International.   

The service “All to School in Burkina Faso”  has been a very successful 
idea, which allowed our Italian colleagues to raise funds from private or-
ganisations and companies or directly from the state initiative “5 per 
mille” donations to take part in projects in cooperation with other asso-
ciations and local and regional institutions to improve the influence of 
Burkina Faso schools on the education system as well as in national 
health, training and cultural issues. 

It is worth noting that Lions Club Sliema have made a small contribution 
to this service by collecting stationery items from various local schools 
and colleges which were sent to Burkina Faso through the Italian Lions 
who provided means of transportation to Burkina Faso. 
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Lion Margaret Frendo reports on thr 

 
JANUARY CULTURAL VISIT 

The January cultural outing took Sliema Lions members and their guests 
to Zejtun.  We were met on the church pavis by Pawlu, the sacristan of 
the Parish Church of Zejtun.   Pawlu started the tour by a brief account of 
the history of Zejtun. We were told that the origins of Zejtun go back to 
the Phoenician and Roman times. Originally, Zejtun consisted of  two 
separate communities known as Bisqallin, referred still to today as the 
Lower Village, and Hal Gwann/Bisbut, known as the Upper 
Village.  These two villages were united by the building of the 
monumental Parish Church, between 1692 and 1720,  dedicated to St 
Catherine.  

The renowned  architect, 
Lorenzo Gaffa', was 
responsible for the 
Church's design, while 
Michael Cachia was to 
help finish the internal 
decorat ion of  the 
church.  Gregorio Bonici, 
a member  of the Mdina 
Universitas, (the local 
government of Mdina) 
financed most of the 
project including the land 
on which the church is 
built.  
 
Also of interest was the 
visit to the church 
Museum.   With aid from 
the European Union, the 
museum has been re-
organised and the 
exhibits restored and 
exhibited in modern 

show-cases.  An audio-visual show briefs visitors with the history of the 
locality.  Among the objects on show are  Phoenician and Roman 
artifacts found during building works in the area, paintings, sculptures, 
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