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CLUB NEWS 

 

STABLEFORD GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 
The annual Stableford Golf Tournament sponsored by the Club with  

cooperation of the Royal Malta Golf Club was held on Sunday March 19. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several golfers took part in the tournament and a sum of €546 was 
raised.   This sum will  now be doubled from Club funds and donated to  
a charity decided by the Board. 
 
The tournament is held annually on March 19  and is in memory of  Lion  
Alfred Mangion who was a keen golfer and who had  instituted this fund 
raising activity,.    
 
Since it  was first held thousands of  Euros were raised and were do-
nated to different charities or NGOs.   
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
In these turbulent and worrying times, of indiscriminate violence and the fear 
that it can bring, it is wise to reflect on the principles of Lionism and how it is 
interwoven with our lives.  According to Wikpedia, SLIEMA, which means 
“peace, comfort, was once a quiet fishing village on the peninsula across Mar-
samxett Harbour from Valletta and boasts beautiful views of the capital city.  
The population began to grow in 1853and the town was declared a parish in 
1878.  Now Sliema is a packed lively and safe place to live, work and enjoy the 
benefits of the sea, food and a comfortable life.  As Sliema Lions we can use 
our name, and that of our parish to reflect on how this word is relevant to us. 
 
Recently we held the presentation ceremony for the winners of the Peace 
Poster Competition, an annual competition to encourage school students to 
think about the principles of peace and harmony in the world.  This is reflected 
in the highest form of human effort hat is the arts, which is sharing one’s tal-
ents with others, for pleasure and stimulation.  Art can only be properly 
achieved where there is awareness and association with the artists environ-
ment, which in the case of our schoolchildren, must mean that they feel a 
sense of peace and security. 
 
Enshrined in the principles of International Lionism are words that in them-
selves do not mention peace, but if we follow them, will lead to peace and 
comfort.  Let us seek to work towards  these goals each day and every time we 
meet as Lions to promote Lionism and the betterment of our fellow human 
companions on this journey we call life. This way we can be better Sliema Li-
ons and help to calm and create a more peaceful life for those around us. 
 
Lions Clubs International Purpose: 

• To organise charter and supervise service clubs to be known as Lions 
Clubs. 

• To coordinate  the activities and standardize the administration of Lions 
Clubs. 

• To create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the 
world. 

• To promote the principles of good government and good citizenship. 
• To take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare 

of the community.                                                              >>>> 2 
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PEACE POSTER COMPETITION 
 
The prize giving ceremony of the Peace Poster Competition was held earlier 

this month with the Hon. 
Evarist Bartolo, Minister of 

Education presenting the 

prizes.  Unfortunately the 
winner could not be pre-

sent as he was abroad. 
 

The Minister praised our 

Club for once again hold-
ing the competition. 

 
In the picture the Minister 

is seen presenting a  prize 
to one of the runner-ups.  

 

The competition was once 
again sponsored by 

Agenda.  
 

Incidentally the overall winner of the annual competition held by Lions Clubs 

International was a 13 year old girl from Thailand.  She was presented with 
her prize by the United Nations Secretary General during the Lions Day at the 

United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
 

The winner has also been invited to attend the Centennial celebrations in Chi-

cago in June. 
 

The 2017 competition has already been launched and it is hoped that once 
again our Club will be organising the local competition in collaboration with 

the Ministry of Education. 

 

WE SERVE 

Where there is a need  
There is always 

A LION 
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Phoenician period.  The elevated site on which the fort is built has the advan-
tage of guarding the harbour and the entrance,  The fort played a determining 

role during the Great Siege of 1565. While St. Elmo fell to the Ottoman attack, 
Fort St. Angelo held fast. 

 
The knights hospitaliers further rendered the fort impregnable with the addition 

of several bastions and a Cavalier. 

 
During the British period St. Angelo became the Admiralty’s Headquarters taking 

the name of HMS Egmont and later HMS St. Angelo. 
 

A section of the fort which became the old palace of the Grand Masters is cur-

rently leased to the Order of Malta.   The Order has the obligation of restoring 
the area to it.  The Order periodically holds conferences and meetings within 

the area allocated to its for prime residence is a Maltese knight of the Order. 
 

After the four we headed to Karrot and Co for a most generous meal prepared 
by Carl Grima.  The outing generated €175 towards club’s funds. 

 

********** 
 
 SPONSORSHIP TO FOREIGN STUDENTS: 
 
As reported in the February newsletter Lion Egor Noskov sponsored two foreign 
(refugee) students to continue their studies in English to enable them to pursue 
a course at the University of Malta.  We are pleased to state that their registra-
tion for the course has been accepted.  Hourie is hoping to register for an MA in 
International Relations or Diplomacy and Abdul is hoping to register for IT or 
Engineering.  We have been informed that both will be meeting the Registrar in 
order to discuss the next step. 

********* 
CLUB MEETINGS; 
 
Club meetings are held every first and third Wednesday of the month at 
the VICTORIA HOTEL, Sliema.    
 
During the meeting on the third Wednesday we normally have a talk on 
different subjects delivered  by  invited person.   Members and their 
guests are cordially invited to attend.   
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HONOUR TO CLUB MEMBER 
 
The President of France, Francois Hollande, has conferred the nation’s 
highest decoration of the National Order of the Legion d’Honneur to fellow 
Club member Lion Tonio Portughese in recognition of his long standing 
career and promotion of the French, European and universal values of 
dialogue, diversity and tolerance and for his promotion of excellent busi-
ness and cultural relations between France and Malta. 
 
Presenting the medal, the Ambassador of France, Madame Beatrice La 
Fraper de Hellen underlined the contribution given by Lion Tonio to the 
enhancement of these relations resulting from his professional career as 
senior executive of STMicroelectronics and his role on behalf of PBS 
Malta within the European Broadcasting Union working closely with 
France Radio and TV inside the Mediterranean Group and the EBU’s Ex-
ecutive Board to promote the democratic values of public service media. 
 
The “Ordre national de la Legion d’Honneur” is the highest French order 
for military and civil merits, was established on 1802 by Napoleon Bona-
parte and its current Grand Master  is President  Hollande. 
 
Lion Tonio is also “Cavalierre Dottore al Merito della Republica  Italiana  and was 
awarded “Gieh ir-Repubblika”  as a Member of the National Order of Malta. 
 
Sincere congratulations ot Lion Tonio.. 

 
———————————————————————————————————- 

 

<<<< 1 
 

• To unite the clubs in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and 
mutual understanding.  

• To provide a forum for the open discussion of all matters of public 
interest provided however, that partisan politics and sectarian relig-
ion shall not be debated by club members. 

• To encourage service minded people to serve their community 
without personal financial reward, and to encourage efficiency and 
promote high ethical standards in commerce, industry, professions, 
public works and private endeavours.. 
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 SAWRA HOME PARTY 
 
The annual party for the residents of Sawra Home at Rabat was held on 

Thursday March 23rd.   The residents of the home were given a high tea.  
They were also each given a present. 

 

The Club was honoured by the presence of Archbishop Emeritus Paul 
Cremona.  The Club made a donation to the Archbishop to be passed on to  

Home of the Clergy at Santa Venera.   This home is for elderly clergy. 
 

The party at Swara Home was organised by Lion Vivenne Zammit with the 

help of several other Lions.  The presents given to the residents were 
given by Lion Victoria Muscat. 

 
Several members led by Lion President John Rusher were at the party and 

mixed with the 
residents while 

they were 

having tea. 
 

The residents 
look forward to 

this annual 

event which 
was first held 

in the early 
nineties. 

 
This event 

m a k e s  u s 

r e m e m b e r 
persons who 

are often lonely.  The residents enjoy having company.  The presence of 
various members at this event shows that members are ready to serve and 

that they care about the welfare of elderly people at the home. 

 
Photo above:  Lion  President  John Rusher greeting  the  Archbishop 
Emeritus. 
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VISIT TO FORT ST. ANGELO 

Lion Margaret Frendo reports: 

The second attempt to visit Fort St. Angelo  was successful.  The 

weather was perfect, slightly overcast at first, to full sunshine by the 
time we arrived at the top of the bastion walls, from where we had full 

view of the shimmering sea around us.  An enthusiastic crowd of around 
38 members, family members and friends turned up for the visit held on 

March 26th. 
 

Fort St. Angelo was re-opened to the public last November after a total 
rehabilitation and improvement project, partly financed by EU and Heri-

tage Malta funds.  We were shown around the fort by a recently re-

cruited resident guide. 
 

Formerly known as Castrum Maria, renamed Fort St. Angelo by the 
Knights Hospitaliers, or Knights of Malta as the organisation is better 

known, the fort's foundations date back to early medieval times, it was 

however constructed on earlier buildings, probably dating back to the ...6 


