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CLUB NEWS 
 
 

NEXT MEETINGS:   Club meetings wll not be held during Au-
gust.   The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday Sep-
tember 5 at 6.30 p.m at the Victoria Hotel, Sliema. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: As a prelude to the first edition of the 
LIONS ANNUAL CRUISE, the Club in association with the Royal 
Malta Yacht Club are organising a BBĊ at the RMYC Roof of the 
club on Friday August 10 at 7.00 p.m.  Price per person is €29.  It is 
hoped that a good number of members and their guests attend this 
event. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: Lion Frank P. Galea who has been ap-
pointed non resident Ambassador of Malta to Argentina and Chile. 
We wish him success in his mission.   Lion Frank has already 
served as ambassador in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.  
 

2019 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION:  The 102nd Lions  Clubs 
International Convention is being held in Milan, Italy, from 5th to 
9th July 2019.   This will be the first convention to be held in Italy 
and the fourth to be held in Europe. This is a unique opportunity for 
Lions to attend  such a convention.   Since it is anticipated that 
there will be thousands of Lions from all over the world attending, 
Lion Victor Borg Barthet is making preliminary arrangements for 
Maltese Lions to attend this conference.   

 
Further details will be promulgated in due course.  However any 
one intending to attend is kindly requested to contact Lion Victor 
as soon as possible.  
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 FIRST FEMALE INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 
 
Gudrun Yngvadottir, from Iceland, was lected to serve as International 
President of Lions Club International at  the 101st International Conven-
tion held in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA, from June 29 to July 3, 2018.  Lion 
Gudrun becomes the first ever female International President of Lions 
Clubs International. 

The International President is a biomedical 
scientist and has worked in research, educa-
tion and management.   Since 1990 she has 
worked at the University of Iceland as Vice 
Director at the Institute of Continuing Educa-
tion. 
 
A member of the Gardabaejar Eik Lions Club 
since 1992, the President has held many of-
fices within the association, including dis-
trict governor council chairperson.  She has 
also dedicated her service to children and 
youth, membership and leadership develop-
ment, health and wellness, including vision 

and diabetes, environmental projects and Lions Clubs International 
Foundation (LCIF).  The President served as International Director she 
served on various committees. 
 
In recognition of her service, Lion Gudrun has received numerous 
awards including several Membership and Extension Awards, eleven In-
ternational President’s Awards, and the Ambassador of Good Will Award, 
the highest LCI award.   She is also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 
 
In addition to her Lions activities, President Yngvadottir is active in nu-
merous professional and community organizations, including the Ice-
landic Association of Biomedical Scientists. 
 
The President and her  husband,  Dr. Jon Bjarni Thorsteinsson, a past 
International Director and Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, have one 
son and one daughter and six grand children. 
 
Photo:  Taken in Malta when  t he International President  attended the Mediterra-
nean Lions Conference in March 2016. 
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INAUGURATION OF FRESCOES 
 

Dr. Angelo Farrugia, Speaker of the House of Representatives, inau-

gurated the third phase of the restoration of the frescoes at St. 
Agatha  Catacombs at Rabat on July 7. 

 

The restoration work was undertaken by Mr George Farrugia.  Lion 
Alfred Micallef Attard was responsible to oversee the restoration 

work which had 
been going on 

for quite some 

time.  There is 
still some more 

restoration to be 
u n d e r t a k e n 

mainly on the 
main altar of the 

catacombs. 

 
Dr.  Farrugia 

praised Lions 
Club Sliema for 

undertaking this 

important pro-
ject which enhances Malta’s cultural heritage. 

 
In the photo above Dr. Farrugia is seen cutting a ribbon in the Lions 

blue and gold colours.   Also seen in the photo is IPP Lion George O. 

Attard next to the Speaker.  Lion Alfred Micallef Attard is first on the 
right.  On the left can be seen the Rev. Director of the church with 

Mr George Farrugia, who did the restoration work, second left.  Club 
President Lion Alex Arena is at the back. 

 
It is claimed that  St. Agatha spent time in the catacombs prior to 

going back to Sicily where she was eventually brutally killed.  The 

saint is one of the patron saints of Malta together with the Apostle 
St. Paul. 

The Club is proud to have undertaken this project which hopefully 
will be completed in due course. 
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BALLOONS IN A CAR 
 

Once again our Club organised a fund-raising event at the Sliema prome-
nade on Saturday July 21 and Sunday July 22 to raise funds to obtain a 
guide dog for the blind.   
 
The event was a great success thanks to the generosity of the passersby 
who were asked to guess the number of balloons in the car by donating €2 
and the hard work put in by several Club members,  
 
This year the balloons were placed in an OPEL Mokka supplied by MOTOR 
Sinc.   The company also made a donation of €100 towards our project.   A 
sum of €800 was raised from this event.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo above: Club members who were present for the even 
Together with 2 persons who have a gudid dog. 

 

SPARE RIBS NITE 
 

The Spare Ribs Nite held at the Marsa Sports Club was again a successful 
fund-raising event.   A good number of members and their guest attended 
the event.   A handsome some was raised from the lottery for various 
prizes generously donated by members was held.   This fund raising event 
has been held for several years and has always been a good source to 
raise funds for the Club’s Philanthropic Account.   

WE SERVE 
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 2018/19 CLUB PRESIDENT 
 

Lion Alex Arena is our Club’s 2018/19 President.   Lion Alex joined our 
Club  just over three years ago. He was sponsored by Lion Tom A. Re-
stall.  Soon after he was appointed as Club Secretary. 
 
Lion Alex was  born on 3rd June 1960 and was educated at Stella Maris 
College in Gzira, the University of 
Malta, the Institute of Professional 
Bodies (MIA) and MCAST Polytech-
nic (ACCA).  He graduated in Busi-
ness Law & Accountancy.  He is mar-
ried to Silvana nee Galea and he has 
one daughter Jessica Ruth. 
 
His working career spans 39 years 
having started as Professional Offi-
cer with TeleMalta Corporation.  He 
worked for Strand Palace Agencies 
for 8 years before joining Paolo Bon-
nici Limited for 7 years.  Later he 
served as Area Manager GCC and 
Iran for Foster Clark Products.  For 
the last 11 years he has been Division Manager Food and Beverages of P. 
Cutajar & Co. 
 
Lion Alex is actively involved in Pastoral work lecturing in Sustainable 
Financial Decision talking to engaged couples attending Cana Movement 
Courses and offering financial services to Pembroke, St. Julian’s and 
Stella Maris parishes. 
 
Lion Alex has been active in the football refereeing sector for a number 
of  years having served as Elite Assistant Referee and Elite Futsal Refe-
ree.   He graduated as Advanced Referee Instructor in October 2015 at 
the FA (England) St. George’s Park.   He is currently a member of the 
Malta F.A. Referees’ Committee and Head of the Instructors and Observ-
ers of the MFA. 
Photo:  Lion Alex receiving the Lions Badge at his induction by then President 
Lion Chris Borg Cardona. 
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 MALTA GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND 
During the Presidential Handover ceremony held on Saturday 
June 30th, outgoing President Lion George O. Attard presented a 

cheque for €4000 to Mr Leone Sciberras the President of the 
Malta  Guide Dogs for the Blind.  €400 of the sum presented were 

passed to the Club by Mr Benji Mangion, a member of the Royal 

Malta Goif Club who was instrumental in organising the 
Stableford competition on March 19th. 

 
Our Club had already approved to donate the cheque to the Guide 

Dogs for the Blind and has at its Board Meeting of July 4 under 

the presidency of Lion Alex Arena to raise more funds this 
Lionistic year to enable the NGO to train a dog to be the guide to 

one of its member.  The total cost to train such a dog amounts to 
€14000.  Members have agreed that helping this NGO is a good 

cause s ince  L ions are 
synonmous with helping the 

blind.  Hence during this year 

the Club aims to raise the 
necessary funds to fulfill our 

commitment to train a guide 
dog. 

 

The Club has already started to 
reach its aim, so much so that 

during the “Spare Ribs Nite” of 
July 7, €500 was raised from 

the lottery for various prizes 
donated by members and 

others. 

Our next fund raising activity 
for this cause will be “Balloons 

in the Car” event being held on the Sliema promenade in August.  
Further details of this event will be given in due course.  Other 

fund raising events will be staged during this Lionistic Year. 
Photo:  Immediate Past President lIon George O. Attard together with Mr 
Leone Sciberrass Ileft) and Mr. Benji Mangion at the presentation of 
cheque. 
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MD108YA DISTRICT GOVERNOR 

 
Lion Paolo Gattola, a member of our twinned club LC Salerno 

Arrechi, is the 2018/19 District Governor of MD108YA, which is 
formed by Campania, Basilicata and Calabria.    

 

Club Member Lion Joe Messina, as Chairman Lions Clubs Malta 
and Lions Victor Borg Barthet and Tom A. Restall, personal 

friends of Lion Paolo, were present at the inauguration cere-
mony which was held on Friday July 20 at the Grand Hotel 

Salerno.  

 
Lion Joe Messina, as Zone Chair-

man, and Lion Tom A. Restall 
were invited to address the 

gathering of over 400 Lions from 
various clubs of the MD108YA 

District.  Both Lions mentioned 

the good relations that LC 
Sliema has with the District and 

in particular with LC Salerno Ar-
rechi.  Lion Joe presented a sil-

ver Maltese boat to the District 

Governor on behalf of the three 
club members. 

 
Our Club’s connections with the 

District were started when the 
District held their winter conference in Malta ten years ago. 

Eventually this led to the twinning of the two clubs.  A group of 

LC Sliema members attended the twinning ceremony at Salerno 
while a group from LC Salerno Arrechi also came to Malta for 

the return twinning ceremony. 
 

While at Salerno Lion Victor Borg Barthet encouraged several 

Italian Lions present at the ceremony to come over for our 
Charter celebrations on November 10. 
Photo Lion Joe Messina presenting our Club bannerette to Lion Paolo. 


