
8 

  

 

CLUB NEWS 
 

 
CLUB MEETINGS: The next club meetings will be on Wednes-

day February 6 and Wednesday February 20 starting at 1830 at the 
Victoria Hotel, Sliema.  Members are invited to attend.  Those un-
able to attend are requested to inform the Secretary accordingly. 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
NEXT TALK -  Mr Salvu Mallia will be the guest speaker after the 
February 20 meeting.   Mr Mallia will be speaking about “Thieves of 
the Sea”.  After the talk members and their guests can stay for a 
three course past dinner at the Victoria Hotel. 

 
CARNIVAL GET-TOGETHER is being held on Friday March 1st.  
Keep this date free.  Details will be circularised in due course as 
soon as final arrangements are made.   
 

GOLF TOURNAMENT - This annual event organised in association with 
the Royal Malta Golf Club is being held on Tuesday  March 19 (a public 
holiday).  The tournament named “Alex Mangion Memorial “ raises funds 
to be donated to a charitable institution nominated alternatively by our 
Club and the Golf Club.  Golfers donated a sum which is matched by Lions 
Club Sliema.  

 

LC BOSCO MARENGO CHARTER NIGHT: This event is being held 
on Saturday May 18.  Any member wishing to attend this event is 
kindly requested to contact Lion George O. Attard who is coordi-
nating the visit.   

—————————————————————————————————- 
SERVING AS A LION is an honour.  That is why we invite people to 
make a commitment to our cause.  Research shows that over 40% 
of Lions joined because a fruebd was already a member.  If you 
know of anyone wishing to join, encourage him/her to do so. 
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 LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 

CAMPAIGN 1000 
 

For over 50 years, LCIF has worked side by side with Lions to help make 
an even bigger impact in communities around the world.   LCIF has now 
launched its most ambitious capital campaign ever, with the goal of 
bringing more help and hope than ever before, empowering service for 
generations to come. 

 
LCIF is setting its sights on campaign goals that enable Lions’ service now 
and well into the future.  To accomplish this, LCIF need the full support of 
every Lion.  We know we can do it, because achieving great things 
together is what we do best.. 
 
LCIF aims to raise $300 million by June 2021 with 100% participation of 
Lions worldwide thereby serving 200 million people worldwide. 
 
LCIF is only as strong as those who support it.  Every donation made 
helps Lions around the world provide greater service to those who need it 
the most.  100%of the donations made by Lions go to the support of LCIF’s 
grants and programmes.  For decades LCIF has contributed Lions’ efforts 
in the focus areas of vision, disasster relief, youth and humanitarian 
causes.  Campaign 100 will help Lions increase their impact on these 
areas will expanding our reach through Lions’ new global causes. 
 

 Any Lion can make a donation from fifty to a thousand dollars ($50- 
$1000).  A donation of a thousand dollars entitled the Lion to the 
Melvin Jones Foundation award. 
 
Several Lions worldwide are being encouraged by their Club to make a 
$100 donation.  When a donation is made to LCIF, 100% of it will be 
reinvested in the service of Lions.  LCIF pride itself on its 
transparency, and its ability to quickly 
and accurately allocaate funds to the 
appropriate places around the world, 
enabling Lions to serve when and 
where there is a need.  LIONS are 
known to be generous and help where 
there is a need.            “WE SERVE”. 
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MONTHLY TALK 
The January talk was once again given by Mr Norman Wilson ably 
assisted with his wife Victoria and dealt with “Snuff Bottles”.  Te 
Wilson brought with them various types of bottles.  Such bottles were 

very popular in the nineth century mainly in 
Asian countries.  Some of these bottles (see 
picture) had to be handled very carefully as 
they worth thousands of Euros and are not 
easily obtainable at present. 
 
The designs on the bottles were fascinating 
as they all had a meaning.  Mr Wilson gave a 
detailed description on each of the bottles 
which belong to Mrs Victoria Wilson. Port 
and nibbles were served during the talk to 
put those present in the “spirit” so to speak. 
 
This was the fourth time that Mr Norman 
Wilson gave a talk to club members. 

 
The monthly cultural talks are popular with members who often invite 
guests.  These guests get to know more about Lions Clubs 
International and in recent months several who attended as guests 
eventually became Lions. 
 
Lion Chris Borg Cardona is responsible to organise these talks, kindly 
provided the above information.     

<<<<<  >>>>> 
Future Talk:  When a group of Club Members led by Lion President 
Alex Arena visited the Acting High Commissioner of Ghana last 
December to present a large number of shoes to be sent to Ghana, it 
was suggested that the Ghanian High Commissioner to give be invited 
to deliver a talk on Ghana and its people in the near future.   
 
Members who have friends or acquaintances who can deliver a talk on 
subjects of interest can notify Lion Chris Borg Cardona so that he can 
make the necessary arrangements.   Talks are normally held on the 
third Wednesday of the month starting at 1930 hours soon after the 
business meeting. 
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THE SERVICE JOURNEY 

 
The Service Journey is an approach to living and 
serving well.  To make areal difference people can 
see and feel.  It encompasses four simple phases: 
LEARN. DISCOVER, ACT and CELEBRATE.  We love 
these words because they transcend organizational 

formulas.  They have no borders.  They are the essence of Lions and 
Leos. 
 
If the past 100 years have taught us anything, it is that as we serve, 
we grow.  And we never meant to stop.  Service is our journey.  Let’s 
explore it together. 
 
LEARN: Insight is often more valuable than instinct. If we aren’t in-
formed about what is happening around us, our impact may fall short.  
So, we cultivate an awareness of local needs and how they connect to 
a larger global narrative.  We seek new information and turn it into 
insight.  Learning positions us to be effective. 
 
Opportunity awaits anyone willing to learn.  Knowledge sharing 
equips us to leverage our strengths, bridge gaps through partnerships 
and encourage innovation. This process of discovery unifies our focus 
and prepares us for action. 
 
DISCOVER:  The needs of your community and see how your Club can 
help those in need whether they are individuals or a group. 
 
ACT: Action at the appropriate time is important.  Delaying action may 
be detrimental to those in need of your help. 
 
CELEBRATE:  Celebrate your good deed without blowing trumpets. 
However it is important that one feels satisfied for helping those in 
need. Your good deed may be simple but it means a lot to them.  
 
Aiding others by giving may sympathy to those in distress, my aid to 
the weak and my substance to the needy is defined in the Code of 
Ethics of Lions Clubs International.   Be ready “TO SERVE” all the time. 
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LIONS OATH 

Just over 20 years ago when I was visiting Lebanon I 
met Lion George S/ Aweida, then the Governor of 
District 351 Lebanon and Jordan who presented me 
with a book entitled “The Pillars of Lionism”.  The 
book is a history of Lionism from 1917 when Melvin 
Jones founded Lions Clubs International. 

The book includes the inaugural speeches of various International 
Presidents of Lions Clubs International from Melvin Jones to Augustin 
Soliva who was the 1996/97 President.  The speeches outlline the work 
envisaged by each President and make quite interesting reading. 

The work which each President envisaged during his term of office is 
still relevant today.   Our Association continues to serve communities 
worldwide as envisaged by its founder Melvin Jones. 

Among the various writings in this book I was attracted by the Lions 
Oath which is often pronounced by new members when they are 
inducted.   

The oath is as follows: 

“My aim in joining the Lions Club is not to pursue or covet any material  
profit but offer constructive contribution towards achieving this Club’s 
objectives through collaboration with all members in serving the 
community, 

I acknowledge that the Lions’ Club is an Association of friendship and 
service which has no political or religious characteristics. 

I undertake immediately upon my joining the Club to respect its 
regulations and code of ethics and to treat other fellow members as I 
treat my brothers”. 

This oath was pronounced by the persons at the inaugural meeting of 
Lions Clubs International and is relevant even at present,    

We may differ when taking decisions.  However which binds Lions 
together is the adherance to the Associations’ Code of Ethics and by 
following the Objectives which were adopted 102 years ago when Melvin 
Jones founded LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL. 
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PEACE POSTER CONTEST 
 

The Lions International Peace Poster Contest is held yearly.  The contest 
was launched in 1988 to inspire children aged 11 to 13 to think about 
peace amongst the world. 
 
Our Club has been encouraging Maltese children to participate in this 
world wide contest for several years.  The theme of the 2009 contest was 
“The Power of Peace”. Jonathan Young a Gozitan student of The Sacred 
Heart Minor Seminary in Victoria, Gozo, obtained a Merit award.  His 
poster (seen top right) on the theme “Peace conquers suffering and 
despair and brings Hope, Life and Unity”.   
 
Our Club will continue to organise this competiton together with the 
Education Department.  Lion Louis Scierras co-ordinate the organisation 
of this competition.  Unfortunately since the Maltese schools have a long 
summer holiday, this causes a handicap for our students as they have to 
complete their poster in a very short period after the holiday since the 
poster has to be sent to Oakbrook by mid October. 
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LIONS CLUB SFAX THYNA -  A TWINNED CLUB 

 

One of our Club’s twinned clubs is Lions Club Sfax Thyna.  The twinning 
of our two clubs was concluded in the year when Lion Frank P. Galea 
was President.  A group of club members visited Sfax which is the 
largest city in southern Tunisia. 
 
The Lions of Sfax Thyna are very 
active in their community.  One of 
the major p;rojects they are 
presently pursuing is to visit 
schools and examin children with 
sight problems (see photo).  The 
Club have also been involved in 
conducting  eyesight examiation to 
hundreds of Tunisians not only in 
their city but in other towns and 
villages in southern Tunisia.  
Presently the club has serveral 
female members who are very active in their club.   
 
When the Mediterranean Lions Conference was held in Malta in March 
2016 about fifteen Lions from Sfax attended.  A meeting between our 
Club  and the Tunisian Lions was held, during which it was envisaged to 
continue the good relations existing between the two Clubs and perhaps 

also organise a visit to Sfax. 
 
About 25 years ago I had travelled to 
Sfax on a Piper aircraft to Sfax to 
deliver  20 volumes of the Encyclopedia 
Britannic which was presented to a 
Secondary Scholl.  I understand that 
the volumes are still at the school. 
 
The Club’s 2010/11 President Bader 
Amouri was Governor of  the Tunisian 

Lions District two years ago. 
 

 Lion Frank P. Galea at right together with the Sfax Thyna President showing the 
unusual twinning document printed on goats’skin when he was Club President in 
1990/91 


