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Themes

e Events in Malta: How do they fit in the grand scheme of things?
* The British Empire: at its peak, but also at its weakest.
* Political movements and aspirations which challenged the British Empire.

* A pre-cursor of what was to take place in the second half of the 20t
century.
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An Empire at its peak...
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The British Empire at its peak...

e At the end of the Great War (1914 — 1918), the British
Empire had reached its peak in terms of size.

* It was roughly 33,000,000km?in size and had a
population of roughly 500,000,000 people.

* |t had one of the largest air and naval forces.

* |t controlled some of the most important strategic
waterways.
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... but, paradoxically, at its weakest

* The Great War took its toll on Britain and the Empire
and led to profound political, economic and social
changes.

* Britain wanted to retain its Empire, but at a reduced
cost.
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* |ts military presence —though impressive —was in
dire need of reorganisation and modernisation.

André P. DeBattista — andre.debattista@um.edu.mt



ange in the world

The End of Empires
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The Weakening of Empires




Emerging political movements...

Revolutionary Movements Nationalist Movements
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/IR svagy THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

iRISH REPUBLIC
70 THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN In the name of God and of the dead gencranens
from which she receives her ald tradition of nationhood, Lreland, through us, summors
her children to her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having organised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary
organisation. the Insh Republican Brotherhood, and through her open miliary
organisations, the lIrish Volunteers and the Irish Citizen Army, hav patently
perfected her discipline. having resolutely wanted for the right mement 1w reveal
itsell. she now seizes that moment. and, supported by her exiled childien ia Amenca
and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the flirst on her. own stresgth, she
strikes in full confidence of victory

We declare the right of the peaple of [reland to the ownership of Ireland. and w0
the unlettercd control of Irish destinies. to be sovercign and indefcasible The long
usurpation &f that right by a foreign peopie and governmeal has nor exunguished 1he
Fight, por can w ever be extinguished excepl by the destruction of the Irish people  In
every generglion the Irish people have asserted their right Lo nauonal fieedem and
soveraignty . six tim:s during the past three hundred years they have asserted 1tan
arms. Standing en Lhal fundamental right and agan asserung it in armsin (he face
of the world. we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Soveragn Independint State,
and we pledge gur bives amid the lives ol our comrades-in-arms 1o the cause of its Irecdom,
of its wellare, and of its exaltation among the nations,

The Irsh Republic is entitled to. and hercby clums. the allegiance of every
Irishman and Irishwoman.  The Republic guarantees religious and civil iberty. equal
rights and equal opportunities to allits eitizens, abd declares its resolve to pursue
the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation acd of all its parts, cherishing all
the children of the nation equally. and oblivious of the differences carefully fostered
by an alien government, which have divided a minority from the majerity in the past.

Until our arms have brought the opporiune moment for the establishment of &
permanent National Government. representative of the whole people of Ireland and
clectod by the sufTrages of all her men and women, the Provisional Government. hereby
constituted, will administer the civil and military afairs of the Republic in trust for
the people.

We place the cause of the Irish Republic under tha protection of the Most High God,
Whose blessing we invoke upon our arms. and we pray that po one who serves that
cause will dishonour it by cowardice, inhumanity. or rapine. In this supreme bour
the Irish nation must, by its valeur and disciplioe and by the readiness of its children
to sacrifice themselves for the common good, prove itsell worthyof the august estiny
to which it s called.

Signed on Behall of the Provislonal Gosernment,
THOMAS J. CLARKE,
SEAN Mac DIARMADA, THOMAS MacDONAGH,
P. H. PBARSE, EAMONN CEARNT,
JAMES CONNOLLY. JCSEPH FLUNKETT.




Self-Determination

THE TEXT OF THE FOURTEEN POINTS

RESIDENT WILSON'S Fourteen Points, as set forth in an address made before the joint

session of Congress, on January 8, 1918.

] Open covenants of peace openly arrived at, after

which there shall be no private international under-
standings of any kind, but diplomacy shall proceed always
frankly and in the public view.

2 Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas out-
side territorial waters alike in peace and in war, ex-
cept as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by

action or the enf of international

covenants.

3 The removal, so far as possible, of all cconomic bar-

riers and the establishment of an equality of trade
conditions ameng all the natiens consenting to the peace
and associating themaelves for its maintenance.

4 Adequatc guarsntces given and taken that nationl
srmaments will be reduced to the lowest point con:
sistent with domestie safety.

A free, open-minded snd sbrolutely impartial adjust-
ment of all colonial claims based upon a strict observ.
ance of the principle that in determining all such ques-
tions of severcignty the interests of the populations con-
cerned must have equal weight with the equitable elaims
of the government whose title is to be determined.

6 The evacuation of all Russisn territory, and such a

settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will
secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations
of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and

) d for the independent determi.
nation of her own political development and national
policy, and assure her of a sincere welcome into the
society of free nations under institutions of her own
choosing; and, mere than a welcome, asistance also of
every kind that she may need aod may hersell desire.
The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in
the months to come will be the acid test of their good.
will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished
from their own interests, and of thy intelligent and
unselfish sympathy.

7 Belgium, the whole world will agree must be evaca:

ated and restored, without any attempt to limit the
sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other
free nations. No other single act will serve as this will
serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws
which they have themselves set and determined for the
government of their relations with one another. Without

this healing act the whole structare and validity of inter-
natienal law is forever impaired

8 All French territory should be freed and the invaded
jons restored, and the wrong done to France by
Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsacelorraine, which
has unsctiled the peace of the world for rly fifty years,
should be righted, in order that ¢ may once more
be made secure in the interest of all,

A readjostment of the frontiers of Ttaly should be
effected along elearly recognizable lines of mation:
ality.

Hungary, whose place
we see safeguarde
hould be accorded the freest opportunity of
sutonomeus development.

10 T peoples
among the
assured, sh

pied territories restored:
free and secure access to the seas and the relations of the
several Balkan States to one another determined by
(riendly counsel along historically established lines of
allegiance and i ity; and i ional g
of the political and cconomic independence and terri.
torial integrity of the several Balkan States should be
entered upon.

‘The Turkish portions of the present Ottoman Em.

pire should be sssured a secure sovereignty, but

the other n which are now under Turckish rule
should be assured an undeubted security of life and an
1 Jested i do

y y ol
top and the Dardanelles should be p 1y
opened 25 8 free possage to the ships and commerce of
all nations under international guarantees,

13 An independent Polish State should be erecied
which should include the territories inhab
indispatably Polish populations, which should be as

a free and secure access to the sea, and veh
and economic independence and territorial
should be guaranteed by international covensnt.

integrity

14 A #eneral associstion of nations must be formed

under specific covenants for the purpase of afford-
ing mutual g of political independence and
yrial integrity to great and small States alike.
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IMPERIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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The Dominions
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Precursor to decolonisation

* Imperial Conference of 1926
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e “Dominion Status” as a new form
of government
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* Precursor to decolonisation
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