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Themes

• Events in Malta: How do they fit in the grand scheme of things?

• The British Empire: at its peak, but also at its weakest.

• Political movements and aspirations which challenged the British Empire.

• A pre-cursor of what was to take place in the second half of the 20th

century.
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Events in Malta

1919

Sette Giugno

1921

Self-Government Constitution



An Empire at its peak…
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The British Empire at its peak…

• At the end of the Great War (1914 – 1918), the British 
Empire had reached its peak in terms of size.

• It was roughly 33,000,000km2 in size and had a 
population of roughly 500,000,000 people.

• It had one of the largest air and naval forces.

• It controlled some of the most important strategic 
waterways.
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… but, paradoxically, at its weakest

• The Great War took its toll on Britain and the Empire 
and led to profound political, economic and social 
changes.

• Britain wanted to retain its Empire, but at a reduced 
cost.

• Its military presence – though impressive – was in 
dire need of reorganisation and modernisation.
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A change in the world order…

The End of Empires The Weakening of Empires



Emerging political movements…

Revolutionary Movements Nationalist Movements



Self-Determination



India
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Egypt
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Ireland
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The Dominions
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Precursor to decolonisation

• Imperial Conference of 1926

• “Dominion Status” as a new form 
of government

• Precursor to decolonisation
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